The Media Muffin – media education in early childhood
The Media Muffin Project was launched in the beginning of 2006. 

The project was carried out by three non-profit organizations, which get a part of their annual funding from the Ministry of Education and Culture. In addition to these participants, the project was supported by major media education and teaching authorities and organizations.

The aim of Media Muffin was to improve the media skills of children of eight years of age or younger, and to support educators and parents in media education work. In other words, the goal of the project was to improve the media education readiness in early childhood education and care and the first grades of primary school. It also seeked to inform parents of small children’s media education. 

The project produced media education materials. The first completed materials were sent to all Finnish kindergartens, primary schools and those responsible for children’s before and after school activities. In 2007 the contents were complemented with things such as Internet materials to support media education at home, resources for creators and producers of media, and materials offering pedagogical support. 

The Media Muffin project organized national training sessions, where teachers and other educators were introduced to the basic concepts and working methods of media education, and guided in the basics of the safe use of media. Also a survey was made of the project materials and the associated working methods. 

The Media Muffin project supported the consolidation of the position of media education in Finland. It seeked to promote the integration of media education into the documents governing early childhood education and care and before and after school activities. 

In 2007 Media Muffin project coordinated and produced a new guide concerning media education in early childhood education and care in co-operation with The National Research and Development Centre for Welfare and Health (STAKES) The guide will be published in the beginning of 2008 by STAKES.

The coordination of the project ended in december 2007. The organisations that carried out Media Muffin will continue media education work in their area of operation.

http://www.mll.fi/in_english/projects/
