Regards Croisés  - Mediaeducation project between Helsinki and Paris
Regards Croisés project to be presented in Paris in April 2008
Short films by upper secondary and lycée students link Helsinki and Paris

Regards Croisés (Exchanged Glances) is an opening for international cooperation between schools. The idea is to arouse discussion – exchange of ideas – in which the physical boundaries of the countries do not represent obstacles. The films that have been made during the project and the materials relating to them have been collated on this website. The Helsinki upper secondary students made short films in which the main idea is to link Helsinki and Paris together. In the Regards Croisés project, short films produced by cooperation between six schools are to be shown as part of a larger 100% Finlande event to be held at the Place Saint Sulpice in Paris from April 17 – 28, 2008. At the event Helsinki will introduce itself to the Parisians through art, food, culture, handicrafts and music.

The short films deal with the themes of time pressure, love, botany, literature, history and revolutions, dual nationality and the contrasts between Finnishness and Frenchness. Helsinki also makes an appearance in each film, with its familiar streets, squares and buildings. The films have required from both students and teachers enthusiasm, patience and an interest in reflecting on the art of film on many different levels. In producing them, the groups have studied the process of film making in depth: narrative, script writing, the camera as tool for expression and photomontage. The Parisian schools have also produced material for this website. In this way the young Parisians have produced new information, comments and other relevant material relating to the film produced by their Finnish partner school. For example, the young Parisians went to photograph the places where the French film Amélie was shot, in response to the Helsinki students’ film “Aki and Amélie”. Regards Croisés thus opens a door for a reciprocal exchange of ideas. This can be a beginning…

From Helsinki the upper secondary schools taking part in the project are: Etu-Töölön lukio, Helsingin kuvataidelukio, Kallion lukio, Helsingin luonnontiedelukio, Mäkelänrinteen lukio and Ressun lukio. The Parisian schools taking part are: Lycée Henri IV, Lycée Helène Boucher, Lycée Voltaire, Lycée Victor Hugo and Lycée Claude Monet.

The films and website were produced in cooperation with the Media Centre of Helsinki Education Department. http://www.regardscroises.edu.hel.fi.

For further information, please contact:
Special Designer Anne Seppänen, tel. +358 9 310 86997

